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Since his report was written, Mr. Shedd has again visited 
Hartford, and partially examined the drainage of the north- 
eastern part of the city. Without having made careful esti- 
mates, he has no doubt that the Sanford and Windsor streets 
sewer can be continued southerly through Windsor and North 
Front streets to Pleasant street, and, crossing the railroad tracks, 
be carried thence along the bank of Connecticut river to a 
point near the bridge, thus intercepting all the sewers of that 
district and depositing their sewage far below the pumping- 
house of the Water Works, at the same time furnishing a freer 
outlet for most of them. The cost of such a sewer is roughly 
estimated at $35,000. 

The Board urge upon members of the City Government, and 
upon all citizens interested in these matters, a thoughtful con- 
sideration of the accompanying report 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. C. PARSONS, 

Chairman. 
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GULLY BROOK SEWER. 

The Gully Brook drains an area roughly estimated at 1,650 
acres, about 400 acres of which is now well occupied by build- 
ings and streets. It is supposed by your City Surveyor that 
650 acres is an outside estimate of the area that will be settled 
in this district twenty-five years hence. The lower portion of 
the brook channel now passes, for a distance of about 1,850 
feet, through a culvert about 9£ feet wide and 8£ feet high, 
with rough stone side walls, covered by a semi-circular brick 
arch of 5 feet radius. This culvert is no larger than will be 
required to carry the waters of the heaviest storms, and its full 
capacity will be more frequently needed in the future than it 
has been in the past. It will probably be overcharged at 
times. 

The natural brooks ordinarily furnish such convenient means 
for ridding neighboring buildings of refuse that they are fre- 
quently used for that purpose until, as the number of buildings 
increases, they gradually become so foul as to create an in- 
tolerable nuisance in their open state, and are finally walled 
in and turned into sewers, to take refuse from far and near, 
without much consideration as to whether that is the best 
course to pursue. ( 

But, as an almost universal rule, the natural water-courses 
should be preserved, as nearly as possible, in their original purity, 
and the channels for the conveyance of ordinary liquid refuse 
should be independent, and constructed for that purpose alone. 

The rain water, which first washes the surfaces of much 
traveled streets, becomes very foul, and should therefore be 
turned into the sewers proper. But such sewers cannot, when 
draining a large territory, have their greatest efficiency for 
ordinary conditions when constructed large enough to take all 
the rain water from heavy storms. For these reasons it becomes 
necessary, at times, to make use of the brook channels 
in connection with the sewers, to secure the most efficient and 
satisfactory system of sewerage. Such a combined system se- 
cures, in nearly every case, the greatest economy also, as the 
sewers of a size sufficient for carrying the ordinary storm flow can 
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Overflows must be constructed at intervals to pass the excess- 
ive storm waters from the sewer into the brook channel. 

I have not sufficient data from which to make an entirely 
accurate estimate of the cost of a sewer, and appurtenances, 
from Albany avenue to Edwards street ; but, having designed 
each detail for this purpose, I have carefully prepared, from 
the best information available, the following estimate of cost, 
which includes engineering and superintendence : 

44-inch sewer from Edwards street to Walnut 

street, $5,910.00 

40-inch sewer from Walnut street to Albany ave., 5,947.00 

Special work, including brook crossings, twelve 
man-holes, three overflows and a large trap 
at Edwards street, 785.00 

Sewer in Brook and Pine streets, - - - 515.00 

Total, $13,157.00 



POLLUTION OF PARK RIVER. 

Much that has been said in regard to the Franklin avenue 
outlet and the Gully Brook sewer, is applicable, in a measure, 
to the case of Park Eiver. The stream is now very much pol- 
luted, and it must necessarily become more foul as the amount 
of sewage discharged into it is increased, until a remedy is 
applied. 

It is clear that the purity of the water should, in this case, be 
preserved by preventing the flow of sewage into it. The 
immense preponderance of country territory, in the drainage 
area, over that occupied by buildings, precludes the idea of con- 
verting this stream into a covered sewer. 

Owing to the great difference between the volume of water 
flowing during the wet season and that flowing in the dry 
months of summer, any scheme for so improving the bed of the 
stream as to prevent the deposit of filth on those portions which 
are exposed in summer, would be difficult and uncertain of satis- 
factory accomplishment So long as the sewage is confined to 
the stream, and the deposits are covered with a good depth of 
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